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Dear John, 
 
COVID 19 – Homelessness 
 
On 14 August, the Committee took evidence from the Minister for Local Government, 
Housing and Planning on the actions taken by the Scottish Government to tackle 
homelessness during the Covid-19 pandemic and its plans to prevent a return to pre-
lockdown levels of homelessness and rough sleeping. You can read the Official 
Report of the session here: 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12743 
 
One issue discussed during the session was measures the Scottish Government had 
put in place to reduce or prevent evictions during the pandemic, and the associated 
economic downturn. The Committee welcomes the Scottish Government’s intention 
that no one should be made homeless as a result of the pandemic and notes that 
legislation protecting tenants has been extended to March 2021. Whilst the 
Committee believes that the vast majority of tenants are lawfully meeting their 
responsibilities, sometimes under very difficult circumstances, it was concerning to 
note evidence that the legislation could possibly be open to abuse, and that a few 
individuals were using it to purposefully avoid paying rent, because they know they 
can’t be evicted. In a letter to Kevin Stewart on 29 July 20201, the Glasgow and West 
of Scotland Forum for Housing Associations set out their opposition to the extension 
of notice periods because—. 
 

“many of the case studies we have involve working tenants who have 
continued to be paid during Covid but who have told us they are not paying 
rent ‘because they don’t have to’” 

                                            
1 http://gwsf.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Letter-to-Kevin-Stewart-29-July-2020-1.pdf 
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and— 
 

“the pursuit of a ‘no evictions’ approach just gives a signal to those bent on 
exploiting the system at the cost of their fellow tenants. It does not protect 
tenants who are engaging with their landlord as these tenants would not be 
subject to eviction action anyway. 

 
The Committee has written to the Forum and the Scottish Forum of Housing 
Associations to ask for further evidence as to this matter. We also agreed to write to 
the Scottish Association of Landlords for your observations in relation to the private 
rented sector. It would be very helpful if possible, if you could supplement your 
answer with any relevant data or other information you may have, or have access to: 
for instance on any rental income “lost” so far to the private rented sector because of 
non-payment attributable to the new legislation, and, if so, any further breakdown of 
data you have that may help the committee better understand the places or 
circumstances in which this problem tends to occur. 
 
I would be grateful for a response to this letter 6 October, if possible. Should you 
have any further questions, then please do not hesitate to contact the Clerking Team 
on the contact details provided.  
 
Best wishes  
 
Yours sincerely  

 
James Dornan MSP 
Convener of the Local Government and Communities Committee  


